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Duncan Wilson OBE, Chief Executive, Historic England 
 
cc  
Historic England Regional Director, East of England 
Daniel Zeichner MP 
Anthony Browne MP 
Cllr Lewis Herbert, Leader, Cambridge City Council and all Cambridge City Councillors 
Cllr Lucy Nethsingha, Leader, Cambridgeshire County Council and County Councillors for 
Cambridge 
Dr Nik Johnson, Mayor, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
Robert Pollock, Chief Executive, Cambridge City Council 
Ros Aveling, Chair, Cambridge Past Present and Future 
Lucy Walker, Chair of Trustees, Museum of Cambridge 
 
26th May 2021         6 Golding Rd 
          Cambridge 
          CB1 3RP 
 
Dear Mr Wilson 
 
I write as historic environment consultant on behalf of the Cambridge Market Traders’ 
Association, the Friends of Cambridge Market, the Federation of Cambridge Residents’ 
Associations, and Living Streets Cambridge. Together with residents and market users from 
Cambridge and its hinterland, students, and visitors to Cambridge, these form the 
community of Cambridge Market.  
 
I am writing to you directly in view of the gravity of concerns about Cambridge City Council’s 
proposals for Cambridge Market, serious procedural flaws in the Council’s approach to this 
project, and the reply you gave at the 50th Anniversary celebration for Cambridge’s 
Conservation Area to Glenys Self, a Cambridge market trader.  She asked the Panel about 
the cobbles (actually setts) in Cambridge Market Square, and you replied “Don’t 
underestimate the importance of small details and materials.  Changing them can 
completely change the character of an area.  All the small things matter.”   
 
Six months later we were overjoyed to hear that the setts had been listed at Grade II.  But 
now there is a serious threat to the 7-day-a week traditional market which trades above the 
listed setts. 
 
I now write for 5 reasons: 
1) to alert you, and your colleagues in Historic England’s East of England Regional Office to a 
current but seriously flawed public consultation about the future of Cambridge market. This 
consultation started on 19th May and runs to 7th July.  
 
2) to make you aware of the very contentious and entirely inadequate nature of the 
Council’s proposals and process, and of the strength of the opposition to them.  
 
3) to raise our particular concerns in relation to the lack of regard paid to the historic 
environment, and in particular to the Historic Core Conservation Area Appraisal.  
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4) to alert Historic England, and potential funding bodies who may seek Historic England’s 
advice on this project, to highly dubious attempts to claim “social uplift” and “heritage 
benefits” for proposals which offer neither of these; and 
 
5) to seek Historic England’s support in achieving recognition for the intangible cultural 
heritage of Cambridge market.  We are aware that markets are among the categories of 
intangible cultural heritage listed by UNESCO; we also appreciate that because the UK is not 
signed up to the UNESCO Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage, formal recognition 
may not be possible. In the circumstances, we hope that Historic England may be able to 
provide a statement highlighting the intangible cultural heritage significance (in terms of the 
UNESCO criteria) of Cambridge’s traditional market, in conjunction with the listed status of 
the setts and railings (which have a much shorter history).  
 
We urge you and your colleagues in Historic England to do all you can to get the Council to 
appreciate the significance of the market, to withdraw its current plans, and to promote the 
refurbishment and reinvigoration of the existing market with the existing mix of traders.  
 
I would be grateful if you can cascade this letter and the attached briefing to all colleagues 
who may have involvement with this project.  
 
Regards 
 
 

 
 
 
John Preston 
Historic Environment Consultant 
 
 
Contacts 
 
Cambridge Market Traders Federation    William Proud  cmta2020@googlemail.com 
Friends of Cambridge Market         Glenys Self      glenysself@gmail.com 
Federation of Cambridge Residents’ Associations    Wendy Blythe  
wendy.blythe.fecra@gmail.com 
Living Streets Cambridge      David Stoughton   cambridgegroup@livingstreets.org.uk 
 


